
                   
   

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

Sunday, August 30, 2020 
12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Afterfeast of the Beheading of Saint John the Baptist. Translation of 
the Relics of Rt. Blv. Great Prince St. Alexander Nevsky (1724). Sts. Alexander (340), John (595), and Paul the New (784), 

Patriarchs of Constantinople. Repose of Ven. Alexander, Abbot of Svir (1533). Uncovering of the Relics of St. Daniel, Prince of 
Moscow (1652). St. Christopher of Palestine (6th c.). St. Fantinus of Calabria (9th c.). Synaxis of the Serbian Hierarchs: Ss. Sava I 

(1237), Arsenius I (1266), Sava II (1269), Eustathius I (ca. 1285), James (1292), Nikodemos (1325), and Daniel (1338), Archbishops; 
Joannicus II (1354), Spyridon (1388), Ephraim II (after 1395), Macarius (1574), Gabriel I (1659), Patriarchs; and Gregory, Bishop. 

 

https://www.oca.org/saints/all-lives/2020/08/30 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
First Year Memorial for His Eminence, Archbishop NIKON – Memory Eternal! 

On Tuesday, September 1, 2020, beginning promptly at 6:30 PM, the Connecticut Deanery will mark the first 
anniversary of repose of His Eminence Archbishop NIKON (Memory Eternal!) with a solemn Memorial Service 
(“Panikhida”) served in the outdoor pavilion at Three Saints Park, 112 Miller Road, Bethany, CT. Three Saints Park 
is owned and operated by Three Saints Orthodox Church, Ansonia, CT. His Beatitude Metropolitan TIKHON, our 
Diocesan Locum Tenens, plans to be present and to preside at that Memorial Service. 

Here are the parameters: 

 Pre-registration is mandatory. (See details below. You will need to make a phone call.) 

 Do not attend this event if you have reason to believe that you are contagious with the novel coronavirus 
(SARS-CoV-2), even if you are asymptomatic, and certainly if you are suffering any symptoms of COVID-19, 
the disease caused by that virus. 

 Upon arrival, you will be checked in. This will involve having your temperature taken, providing your contact 
details (full name, phone number), and sanitizing your hands. Those with a body temperature of 100.4 F or 
greater will be asked to refrain from attending the event. 

 Face masks are mandatory for all present, with the exception of those suffering medical conditions that 
contraindicate the wearing of such masks. Bring your own face mask. Face masks will not be provided on 
site. Permission to be present without the wearing of a face mask may only be provided by one of these four 
persons: His Beatitude Metropolitan TIKHON, Locum Tenens; Fr. John Kreta, Diocesan Chancellor; Fr. 
John Hopko, District Dean; or Fr. Patrick Burns, Pastor of Three Saints Church. 

 Please, maintain social distance, and do not touch anyone or anything unnecessarily. 

 If you wish, bring your own chair. Seating will not be provided. 

 This event is being convened in compliance with Governor Ned Lamont’s Executive Order 7TT promulgated 
on May 29, 2020, which, in part, states, “Effective immediately, the 49-person limit on religious, spiritual 
and worship gatherings is raised for indoor gatherings to 25% of capacity of the indoor space or a maximum 
of 100 people, whichever is smaller, and to 150 people for outdoor gatherings, provided in each case that 
appropriate safety and social distancing measures shall be employed.” (Note: This is an outdoor gathering.) 

Three Saints Church, which is managing the practical aspects of this occasion, respectfully requests that all who 
desire to attend this Memorial service, please, pre-register by telephoning the Three Saints Church Office at 203-
735-0117. When making this call, please, be sure to leave your name and phone number if you do not directly speak 
to the Secretary in the Office. 

Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Christian Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of New England of the Orthodox Church in America 

Fr. John Hopko, Pastor    Protodeacon Paul Nimchek 

860.582.3631    email: terryvilleorthodoxchurch@gmail.com 

www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org    www.facebook.com/TerryvilleOrthodoxChurch 
 

 

Sunday, August 30, 2020                                   +                                   The 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

https://www.oca.org/saints/all-lives/2020/08/30
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/Governors-Actions/Executive-Orders/Governor-Lamonts-Executive-Orders?page=2
mailto:saintcyril@snet.net
http://www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TerryvilleOrthodoxChurch


PARISH PRAYER LIST 
We pray for all victims of disease, disaster, difficulty, 

and senseless violence throughout the world, especially 

in this time of pestilence and civil unrest. 

+ THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE:  Memory Eternal! 

First of all, we pray for all the thousands of victims of COVID-19. Memory Eternal!  

Newly Departed 
Victor—young man killed in car accident; friend of Watras Family      d. 8/23/2020 
Harriet Forish—of the Waterbury Parish       d. 8/23/2020 
Zita Chaney—once of the Terryville Parish       d. 8/12/2020 
Mary Cartona—a Terryville resident with connections to our parish    d. 8/19/2020 
Tanya Nikituk—of the Waterbury Parish       d. 8/10/2020 
Cynthia—Elena Watras’s cousin        d. 8/4/2020 
Doris Pohlod—our fellow Terryville Parishioner      d. 7/26/2020 
Subdeacon Nicholas (“Chuck”) Thornhill, of the Salem, MA, Parish    d. 7/26/2020 

Anniversaries of Repose – Memory Eternal!   
Tillie Castiola 8/31/1981 
Archpriest Nicholas Kiryluk 8/31/1988 
Anna Slevinsky 9/1/1985 
John J. Pawelchak 9/1/2003 
Harry (Gregory) Kablesh 9/3/1967  
Lucy Brozinski 9/3/1989 
Anna Glowa 9/4/1913 
William Hasko 9/4/1992 
Elizabeth Zadvorni 9/5/1947 
Metro Panchok 9/5/1957 

THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S MERCY AND HELP 

First of all, we pray for all those suffering due to the present pestilence which is 
COVID-19, and those working to alleviate their suffering.  

Persons captive and suffering for the Faith 
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John—hostages in Syria 

Those who are sick and suffering 
Fyodor (Frank) Guba—increasing sufferings from Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 
Dolores Twombly—permanent colon malfunction following colon cancer treatment 
child Drew—grandson of friends of the Nimcheks; ongoing treatment for eye cancer 

Darlyne—facing health challenges; daughter of Bob and Vera Martin 
Donna—Ann Sovyrda’s niece; kidney disease 
Dayrl—Ann Sovyrda’s niece; kidney disease 
JoAnn—acquaintance of Jeanne Moore; ovarian cancer 
MaryEllen—Louine King’s daughter-in-law; suffering with Huntington’s Disease 
Maria Oraschewsky—dialysis three times a week; recent minor surgery 
Yelena “Lenna” Massicotte—overcoming, by God’s grace, serious health challenges 
Katie and Aubrey—a mother and daughter for whom we have been asked to pray 
Tanya Beach—suffering long-term and lingering effects of brain hemorrhage 
Mark—a profound diabetic for whom we have been asked to pray  
Walter—an elderly man injured in a fall, for whom we have been asked to pray 

Mary Lynn—friend of Donna Osuch; battling breast cancer 
Anna—friend of Patty Nimchek; has requested our prayers 
Mary—relative of Mike Liverman; requesting prayers for health 
Simone—relative of Mike Liverman; requesting prayers for health 
Barbara—friend of Patty Nimchek; unwell and in need of prayerful support 
James B.—husband of a Waterbury parishioner; unwell, though improving lately 
Dorothy F.—Waterbury parishioner; still recovering from a serious surgery 
Vincent—relapse of cancer; relative through marriage of P. Oraschewsky 
Rosie D.—recent health issues 
Michael “Mike” L.—recent health issues 
child George—9-year-old son of a Kenyan Orthodox priest; quite unwell 
David B.—acquaintance of Fr. John’s; recovering from recent surgery 
Paul S.—knee injury; recovering from knee surgery 
Bill M.—recovering from a fall in which he suffered a shoulder injury 
Christopher—friend of Kathy Mihailoff; struggling with cancer 
Paula—friend of Jim Liverman; struggling with cancer 
Cheryl—acquaintance of Carolyn P.; upcoming surgery 
Dimitri—brother of Carolyn P.; health issues 
child Hattie—injured in freak accident; request of a family in our parish 
Antonio—suffered a serious stroke; prayed for at the request of Carolyn P.  
John K.—upcoming hip surgery 
Dave—Marilou P.’s cousin; recovering from recent hip surgery after a fall 
Maryna B.—dealing with some health issues 

Shut-ins and those resident in long-term Care Facilities 
Robert (Bob)—Patty N.’s brother; recently unwell, doing better, lately 
Alex—John D.’s brother, suffering permanent effects of stroke 
Dolores—Bob M.’s mother, resident in long-term eldercare 
Anna—Rdr. John Paul Sz.’s mother; resident in long-term care 

Mothers and Newly Born Children 
Diana and the child Mariana newly born of her (See note on page 3.) 

Expectant Mothers 
Nadia and the child to be born of her—Nadia is Rich and Laura K.’s daughter 
Anya and the child to be born of her—Anya is one of Fr. John’s many nieces 
Amber and the child to be born of her—a woman enduring a difficult pregnancy 

Travelers, Those Soon to be Traveling, and Those Apart from Us 
All those who are traveling, soon to be traveling, or apart from us 

Those from among us serving on active duty in the Armed Forces 
Joel Orelup—U.S. Navy; hospital corpsman (“medic”)  
Joseph Bellmay—a Terryville neighbor; U.S. Marine Corps 
Joshua Pcsolyar—fiancé of a niece of Fr. John’s; U.S. Army pilot 
Alexander—relative of Carolyn P.; 82nd Airborne Division soldier deployed abroad 
Derek—relative of Carolyn P.; serving in Afghanistan in the U.S. Army 

Anniversaries of Marriage 
Richard & Laura Koski 8/31 
Sarah & Justin Gaulin 9/4 

Birthdays  
Marilou Petroff 8/30 
Kristen Senetcen Austin 9/2 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------

UPDATE! A Prayer Request: From a family in our parish for a child in their extended family: Please pray for the 
child Hattie, a 9-year-old little girl. During the second week of August, Hattie was badly injured in a freak accident when a large 
tree, which had fallen earlier, shifted its weight, moved suddenly and unexpectedly, and struck Hattie who was nearby. The 
latest news is that Hattie’s recovery has progressed to the point where she is out of the hospital and now a patient in a subacute 
rehabilitation center. However, she still faces a long and uncertain path to full recovery. Please continue to keep Hattie and her 
family in your prayers.  

Memory Eternal! Harriet Forish, once of the Waterbury Parish, passed from this life to eternal life on August 23. She will be 
buried in the family plot in the Waterbury Parish Cemetery on Friday morning, August 28, with a graveside service beginning 
at 11:00 AM. Harriet’s obituary may be accessed at this link: https://www.naugatuckvalleymemorial.com/obituary/Harriet-
Forish. Memory Eternal! 

Memory Eternal! We have now been informed that Zita Chaney, a past member of the Terryville Parish, passed from this life 
to eternal life on August 12. Her obituary can be accessed at this link:  https://www.colasantofh.com/obituary/Zita-Chaney. 
Memory Eternal! 

May God grant rest eternal to his servants Harriet and Zita, and console all those who survive them and mourn their passings. 
Memory Eternal! 

https://www.naugatuckvalleymemorial.com/obituary/Harriet-Forish
https://www.naugatuckvalleymemorial.com/obituary/Harriet-Forish
https://www.colasantofh.com/obituary/Zita-Chaney


News and Notes  

UPDATE – Baby Mariana: Joel and Julie Kowaleski’s new granddaughter, Mariana, was born on July 21. A few 

days after birth she required surgery to correct a blockage in her intestine. Marina continues to hold her own, and is 

continuing to make progress in improved health and strength. She is still in the hospital, but is making progress to 

necessary indications of good health and development that will allow her to go home with her parents. Please, keep 

the newly born child Mariana, with her parents Nicholas and Diana, in your most fervent prayers. May God grant 

Mariana—and all those who love her, especially her parents, Diana and Nicholas—many, many, blessed years! 

Support from the Parish:  If you require financial support during this vexing and challenging time, contact Fr. 

John, personally and confidentially, and he will endeavor to help you get the assistance that you need. The Diocese 

of New England has reduced by 16.7% the Fair Share contributions that it usually expects from our Parish. This 

reduction has been put into place with the specific intention that this money—the money that the Parish will not be 

sending to the Diocese, but will be retaining locally—will be used for charitable and relief purposes. Don’t be shy: 

If you need help, contact Fr. John. All such contacts will be treated with strict confidentiality and great sensitivity.  

Donations to the Parish:  Please, continue to support our parish during this challenging time. Donations to the 

Parish may be submitted via checks made out to and mailed to Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church, 34 

Fairview Avenue, Terryville, CT 06786-6329. Also, a PayPal Donation “button” 

(https://www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/donatenow) is located on our parish website to make online donations 

possible. Our parish is registered as a charity with PayPal, so we have slightly lower fees connected to the use of that 

means of receiving donations. For us, PayPal’s fees are 2.2%, plus $0.30 per transaction. (So, for example, a donation 

of $100.00 given via PayPal will realize us actual income of $97.50.)  

NOTES FROM FR. JOHN: The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist 

Each year, on August 29, we commemorate the Beheading 

of Saint John the Baptist. The story of that beheading is 

told in the Gospel of Mark and the Gospel of Matthew, and 

is referred to, more briefly, in the Gospel of Luke. 

John the Baptist had been put in prison by Herod Antipas, 

the local client ruler under the hegemony of the Roman 

conquerors of that region. Herod had taken as his wife his 

brother’s wife Herodias. John the Baptist had rebuked him 

for that unlawful act. Herodias had a grudge against John, 

though Herod perceived John as “righteous and holy.” 

Herodias wanted John dead, but Herod did not want to kill 

him, but he, evidently, thought it acceptable to imprison 

John. It is said that “When [Herod] heard [John], he was 

much perplexed, but he heard him gladly.” (Mark 6:20) 

The story continues that, during Herod’s birthday party, 

Herodias’s daughter dances for Herod and his guests in a 

manner they found pleasing. So then, in front of his guests 

Herod says to the girl, “Ask for me whatever you wish, 

and I will grant it.” (Mark 6:22) This is already unsettling 

and disturbing, for in the story as related in the Gospel 

accounts, Herodias’s daughter is not named, but is simply 

called “the girl.” Why then is she, a child, dancing for the 

pleasure of her stepfather and his friends, and why are they 

so pleased? That is, perhaps, a question we would rather 

not be required to think about. 

The girl, upon hearing these reckless and impulsive words 

from Herod, “Ask for me whatever you wish, and I will 

grant it,” consults with her mother, and then, shockingly, 

asks for “the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” (Mark 

6:25) Herod is unhappy to receive this request, but does 

not want to break his oath to the girl in front of his guests, 

and, thus, orders the awful deed to be done. John the 

Baptist is beheaded and his head is given to the girl, who 

gives it to her mother.  

This is a sad, ugly, barbarous, and brutal story, but what 

is, perhaps, most disheartening of all is Herod’s lack of 

character. He has no honor, no moral strength. He is 

humanly powerful, yet morally powerless. 

Yes, Herodias is a murderous, manipulative, and 

domineering person, but Herod was not required to do her 

bidding. He is the ruler. She is not. Yet, he allows himself 

to be led around by the “leash” of his passions, his unholy 

desires. And, Herod cares more for the reputation of his 

oaths, no matter how senseless and destructive those oaths 

prove to be, than he cares for what is actually true and 

worthy. He is too proud to repent of his stupidities. 

Herod’s prideful failure to repent is a warning to us. Do 

we, in ways maybe less obvious, but still real, allow 

ourselves to be driven by our passions and our pride—by 

our vices—rather than by the virtues we espouse? Let us 

proceed with care.  

https://www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/donatenow


Readings from Holy Scripture 

Scripture Readings for the 12th Sunday after Pentecost, this year August 30 

The Reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 15:1-11) 

Brothers and Sisters: I would remind you in what terms I preached to you the gospel, which you received, in which you 

stand, by which you are saved, if you hold it fast—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance 

what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 

on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared 

to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least 

of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what 

I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, 

but the grace of God which is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.   

The Reading from the Gospel according to Saint Matthew (Matt. 19:16-26) 

At that time, a young man came to Jesus, kneeling before him and saying, "Good Teacher, what good deed must I do, to 

have eternal life?"  And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? There is no good but One, and that is God. If you 

would enter life, keep the commandments." He said to Jesus, "Which?" And Jesus said, "You shall not kill, You shall not 

commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself." The young man said to Jesus, "All these I have observed from my youth; what do I still lack?" 

Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow me." When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions.  

And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again 

I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." When 

the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said 

to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 

Scripture Readings for the 13th Sunday after Pentecost, this year September 15  

The Reading from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 16:13-24) 

Brothers and Sisters: Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love. 

Now, brethren, you know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted 

themselves to the service of the saints; I urge you to be subject to such men and to every fellow worker and laborer. I 

rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence; for they 

refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and 

Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brethren send greetings. 

Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. If any one has no love for the Lord, let 

him be accursed. Our Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 

Amen.

The Reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew (Matt. 21:33-42) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and dug a wine 

press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into another country. When the season of fruit drew near, 

he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned 

another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did the same to them. Afterward he sent his son to 

them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; 

come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.' And they took him and cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. When 

therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those 

wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The very stone which the builders rejected has become the 

head of the corner; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'? 

+ 


