
                   
   

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

Sunday, November 9, 2025 
22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5. St. Nectarios Kephalas, Metropolitan of Pentapolis 

(1920). Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius of Ephesus (3rd-4th c.). Ven. Matrona, Abbess, of Constantinople 
(ca. 492). Ven. Theoktίstē of the Isle of Lesbos (881). Ven. Onísifor (Onesiphorus) the Confessor, of the Kiev 

Caves (Near Caves—1148). Martyr Alexander of Thessalonica (4th c.). Martyr Anthony of Apamea (5th c.). Ven. 
John the Short, of Egypt (5th c.). Ss. Eustolia (610) and Sosipatra (ca. 625), of Constantinople. Ven. Euthymius, 

Founder of Dochiariou Monastery (Mt. Athos—10th c.), and Ven. Neophytus, Co-founder of the Monastery. 
“Quick to Hear” Icon of the Mother of God . 

 

Lives of the Saints - Orthodox Church in America 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Services and Events, Upcoming  
 

(This schedule is subject to change, please confirm the schedule 
at www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/schedule before coming to Church.) 

Saturday, November 8, 5:00 PM: The Rite for the Reception into the Fullness of the Orthodox 

Faith for Samuel “Sam” F.  

Saturday, November 8, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great 

Vespers with elements of Resurrection Matins).  

Sunday, November 9, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day 

Divine Liturgy, followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. We will NOT have our usual and 

customary Parish Education/Catechesis session this Sunday.  

Sunday, November 9, 2:00 PM: The Wedding of Anna S. and Samuel “Sam” F. by means of the 

Church’s traditional Rite of Holy Matrimony, which establishes Christian marriage.  

Monday, November 10, 6:30 PM, via ZOOM teleconference: The November monthly meeting 

of the Terryville Parish Council. This is an important meeting as we will be preparing for the 

Annual General Meeting, which is scheduled to take place on Sunday, November 16.  

Wednesday, November 12, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers) 

NO BIBLE STUDY! Thursday, November 13: We will NOT have our usual Thursday evening 

Bible Study on November 13. Fr. John will be participating in the monthly meeting of the 

Connecticut Deanery clergy that evening.  

Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Christian Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of New England of the Orthodox Church in America 

Fr. John Hopko, Pastor    Protodeacon Paul Nimchek 

860.582.3631    email: terryvilleorthodoxchurch@gmail.com 

www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org    www.facebook.com/TerryvilleOrthodoxChurch 
 
 

Sunday, November 9, 2025                            +                            22nd Sunday after Pentecost – Tone 5 
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Saturday, November 15, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great 

Vespers with elements of Resurrection Matins).  

Sunday, November 16, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day 

Divine Liturgy, followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. We will NOT have our usual and 

customary Parish Education/Catechesis session this Sunday.  

Annual General Meeting of the Parish, Sunday, November 16, 2025: The Annual General 

Meeting of our Parish will take place on Sunday, November 16, after the conclusion of the Lord’s 

Day Divine Liturgy. After the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy that morning we will have a 

Bring-and-Share Lenten meal, which will be organized by Fr. John H., and the men (especially 

the younger men) of the Parish. Then, beginning at 11:45 AM (or as soon thereafter as possible), 

in the Nave of the Church, the Annual General Meeting of the Parish will take place. All members 

and friends of the Parish are invited to participate, though, as explained in our Parish bylaws, 

voting rights are held by adult members of the Parish over the age of 18 who are in “good 

standing.” Good standing is defined as being in active sacramental communion in the Church, and 

not under any Church discipline that would preclude participation in the Holy Sacraments. That 

being said, we appreciate, very much, the participation of all adults presently associated with our 

Parish as members, friends, seekers, inquirers, catechumens, etc.  

Wednesday, November 19, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers) 

NO BIBLE STUDY! Thursday, November 20: We will NOT have our usual Thursday evening 

Bible Study on November 13. It is the Eve of the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the 

Temple, and we will be serving Great Vespers with Litya, here at Church in Terryville. 

Thursday, November 20, 7:00 PM, Eve of the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the 

Temple, 7:00 PM: Great Vespers and Litya, the Blessing of the Five Loaves, the Wheat, the 

Wine, and the Oil. (On this occasion, we will be joined by Fr. Phillip B. and the faithful of Holy 

Trinity Orthodox Church, New Britain, for this eve-of-the-feast service.)  

IN NEW BRITAIN PARISH! Friday, November 21, The Feast of the Entrance of the 

Theotokos into the Temple, 9:00 AM: Festal Divine Liturgy for the Feast, hosted by Holy 

Trinity Church, 305 Washington Street, New Britain, CT. We will join Fr. Phillip B., and all the 

faithful, at Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, New Britain, for this feast day. 

Saturday, November 22, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great 

Vespers with elements of Resurrection Matins).  

Sunday, November 23, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day 

Divine Liturgy, followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 11:30 AM to 12:45 PM – 

Education/Catechesis Session in the Parish Nave for all interested teens and adults. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

LOOKING AHEAD:  

Please, put this date on your calendar for 2026! The Annual Visit of the Bishop in 2026: His 

Grace Bishop Benedict is scheduled to visit our Parish on Sunday, May 10, 2026. Please, plan to be 

present to greet and host our bishop. 



PARISH PRAYER LIST  
Again we pray for all victims of accident, disease, disaster, 
difficulty, warfare, and acts of terror and senseless violence 
throughout the world—both those who have died and those who 
have suffered and yet still live. We especially pray for those who 
mourn the loss of loved ones. Lord, hear us and have mercy!  

+ THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE: Memory Eternal! 

Newly Departed 
Archpriest Vadim P.—former pastor of the Bridgeport Parish                d. 10/25/25 
Larissa—daughter of Fr. Michael and Nadia K.                          d. 11/4/25 
Paolo—a family member through marriage of Rich and Laura K           d. 11/4/25 
Eleana S.—former librarian at St. Vladimir’s Seminary        d. 10/21/25 
Mat. Virginia Lecko—native of Terryville, priest’s wife                           d. 10/18/25 
Robert “Bob” Zobbi—of the Waterbury Parish        d. 10/4/25 

Anniversaries of Repose – Memory Eternal!   
Tekla Dziamba 11/9/1940 
Paul Duke  11/10/1949 
Ekaterina Koltko 11/10/1967 
John Kriniske 11/11/1999 
Catherine Plasko 11/12/2002 
Mikolai Sulima 11/13/2006 
Xenia Shakhno 11/14/1939 
Ignaty Sobestanovich 11/14/1963 
Anna Wazorko 11/15/1953 

THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S MERCY AND HELP 

Persons captive and suffering for the Faith 
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John—hostages in Syria 

Those who are sick and suffering 
H.E. Archbishop Benjamin of the Diocese of the West (Retired)  
H.E. Archbishop Alexander of the Diocese of the South  
Archpriest Vladimir A.—serious, chronic illness 
Archpriest Vladimir H.—unwell 
Subdeacon John Paul—ongoing health problems  
Matushka Anastasia T.—widow of Fr. Nicholas T.; still recovering from a bad fall 
Matushka Ann Sh.—at request of Lynn H. 
child Sophia F.—wounded in tragedy at the school in Minneapolis on 8/27 
Bill (“Vasilios”) L.—relative of the Sovyrda Family; unwell, please pray fervently 
Fyodor (Frank) G.—suffering from Multiple Sclerosis (MS); at home 
Michael N.— recipient of a kidney transplant; our devoted, beloved Choir Director 
Nancy B.—our fellow parishioner; dealing with very, very difficult chronic illness 
JoAnn—acquaintance of Jeanne Moore; ovarian cancer 
Mary Lynn—friend of Donna O.; battling breast cancer 
Michael “Mike” L.—ongoing health issues 
Paula—friend of Jim L.; struggling with cancer 
Dimitri—brother of Carolyn P.; health issues 
Margaret—sister-in-law of Carolyn P.; health issues 
Dianna—Jennifer W.’s mother; suffering serious and worrisome health problems 
Yvonne K.—a person we have been asked to pray for; multiple myeloma 
Mark—friend of a parishioner (F.G.); critically ill 
Domenic—friend of a parishioner (F.G.); facing serious illness 
Louis—friend of a parishioner (F.G.); facing serious illness 
Nicholas—friend of a parishioner (F.G.); facing serious illness 
Earlene L.—Mike and Jim L.’s mother; health issues 
Natonya L.—Mike and Jim L.’s family member; health issues 
Bach-Loan—a neighbor of Jeanne M.’s; serious health challenges 
Michael “Mike” A.—battling many, many health challenges 
Robert Jos.—dealing with health issues 
Elizabeth—suffered acute and chronic health issues; friend of Helena G.  
Jon—friend of Forrest and Elaine H., suffering in illness 
Diane—daughter of friends of Forrest and Elaine H., suffering in illness 
Sonya K.—former W’bury parishioner, health issues 
Jeffrey—at request of John G.; unwell and in need of prayers 

Patrick—at request of John G.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Jesse—John G.’s brother; injured in accident 
Nila—John G.’s aunt; facing challenges 
Brittany—relative of Pdn. Paul; young woman facing cancer 
Joan—grief and chronic illness; req. of Helena G. 
Timothy—Olena’s husband; undergoing treatment for a serious illness 
Lisa—friend of Helena G.; suffering in illness 
Ksenia—our fellow parishioner; recent surgery and further issues thereafter 
Alex—Ksenia’s husband; recent illness 
Tatyana—Ksenia’s mother-in-law; recent health issues leading to job loss 
Faith—David C.’s cousin; facing health challenges due to a chronic illness 
Nolan—friend of Corey F.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Jacqueline—a woman for whom we have be asked to pray for general well-being 
Amy—a woman for whom we have be asked to pray for general well-being  
Leo M.—Parishioner Lynn H.’s father; unwell and in need of prayers 
Ingrid—battling cancer; friend of Nina and John D. 
Terry—battling cancer; friend of Nina and John D.  
Victor—family member of Nina and John D.; suffering in illness 
Alex—family member of Nina and John D.; suffering in illness 
Louine K.—various health challenges; our fellow parishioner 
Heather—at the request of Louine K.; facing challenges  
Audrey—A.J.’s mother; unwell and in need of prayers, in residential care 
Christine—at request of Elaine H.; blindness cause by aneurysms  
Jill—friend of Elaine H.; recovering from surgery 
Timothy—relative of Joan M.; surgery 
Andrea—friend of Helena G.; mourning loss of her daughter   
Joanne—acquaintance of Helena G.; mourning passing of her husband 
Jacob J.—recovering from serious illness 
Gregory—Bob M.’s son; underwent surgery on 7/22, follow-up therapies 
Chitra—Melanie B.’s mother; surgery on 7/22, followed by complications 
Alexandra—Fr. John’s sister; suffers Neurofibromatosis type II, a chronic disease 

Boris—a participant in our Parish Bible Study; battling illness 
Tabitha H.—recovering from knee surgery 
Petra Joy—at request of Barbara K.; Petra is suffering a recurrence of cancer 
James—husband of Barbara K., unwell and in need of our prayers  

Shut-ins and those resident in long-term Care Facilities 
Tanya B.—suffering long-term effects of brain hemorrhage 
Claudia A.—Waterbury parishioner; health challenges  
Claudia B.—Macrina H.’s mother; resident in long-term eldercare 
Dolores M.—Bob M.’s mother; resident in long-term eldercare 
Roberta K.—a Waterbury parishioner living in long-term care 
Forrest H.—our fellow parishioner; resident in long-term eldercare 
John—Cynthia B.’s uncle 

Entering into Holy Matrimony 
Sam and Anna – Sunday, November 9 

Mother and Newly born child 
Sharon and the son recently born of her 

Expectant Mothers and the Children to be born of them 
Emma and the children (twins!) to be born of her—relative of Fr. John and family 
Kate and the child to be born of her—Lynn H.’s daughter-in-law 

Travelers, Those Soon to be Traveling, and Those Apart from Us 
Richard and Laura K.—will be traveling abroad 
Todd S. – some present and upcoming travel 
Jacob, Teodora, and Irina J. – God willing, will soon be moving to the USA 

Those from among us serving in the Armed Forces 
Joel O.—U.S. Navy; hospital corpsman (“medic”); Mark and Karry O.’s son 
Derek—relative of Carolyn P.; U.S. Army soldier 
Weston—son of a friend of Lenna M; National Guardsman, deployed abroad 
Ruben—acquaintance of the Hopkos, U.S. Marines Corps tiltrotor pilot 
Zachary W.—Fr. Zachary W.’s son; U.S. Air Force fighter pilot  
John S.—Fr. John H.’s nephew; U.S. Navy, will start Navy flight training soon  

Birthdays this coming week 
Karry “Kyriaki” O. 11/13 
 

 

 

+ + + 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Notes on Parish Life 

Nativity Fast (Advent/Christmas Lent) Confessions! Make your appointment now, 

if you have not already done so! Each and every Christian should participate in the 

saving Sacrament of Holy Confession during the Advent season, as part of his or her 

spiritual journey to the Feast of the Nativity (Birth) of Our Lord, celebrated on 

December 25, Christmas. Please contact Fr. John now to make your Confession 

appointment, even if you want your appointment to take place later on during Advent. 

Please make your Advent confession by no later than Monday, December 23. By the 

time we reach Christmas Eve on December 24, every member of the Parish should 

(must!) have participated in the Sacrament of Confession in the Advent season.  

Please, consider hosting Coffee Hour! We need Coffee Hour hosts going forward in 

the calendar. Please, consider hosting Coffee Hour. Thank you! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish Sisterhood News (especially about Christmas Cookies!)  

• Cookie bakers are needed for the Sisterhood’s annual Cookie Tray Sale in December. Bakers 
will commit to baking six dozen of the same type of cookie, and to delivering those cookies 
to the Church on Saturday, December 13, by 1:00 PM. Again, baking is not restricted to 
Sisterhood members! Monetary donations are also accepted as above--there will be a 
separate envelope for Cookie Tray donations. 

• The sign up to buy cookie trays will be posted in Church. The cost will be $20 per tray for 
approximately three dozen cookies from the kitchens of our talented bakers. Ordering in 
advance is requested, so that we will know how to plan the trays. Sunday, November 30 will 
be the last day to order cookies. The trays will be assembled on Saturday, December 13, and 
sold on Sunday, December 14, after the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Checks should be 
made out to “Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church” with "Sisterhood Cookie Sale" 
written in the memo section. Proceeds from the Cookie Tray Sale will benefit both the 
education fund for the children of the Parish and Alaskan relief efforts. 

• Much appreciation is extended to all who contributed to the collection for the Susan B. 
Anthony Center. Sunday, November 9 is the last day to contribute. The collected items will 
be delivered during the following week. 

• Brian's Angels is a homelessness support organization in Bristol. They are in dire need of 
coats, hats, scarves, mittens/gloves, sleeping bags, sweatshirts, sweaters, shoes and boots 
to offer to those "living rough". There will be a large container in the Narthex of Church this 
Sunday into which you can donate new or used items, in good condition. This will be an on-
going collection throughout the winter months. There are small groups of people in the 
parish who are working to meet more of the specific needs of the homeless who are served 
by Brian’s Angels. These small groups are volunteering to serve meals, making sandwiches 
or hot food, donating non-perishable snack items, and giving monetary gifts, which are… 

http://www.briansangels.org/


…then used by the administrators at Brian’s Angels to buy and provide bus passes or 
laundromat tokens, etc. If you are interested in participating in any way, please visit their 
website briansangels.org. You can also talk to Deb W. to get more information about this 
initiative. Please consider helping! 

• Tamara B. will be hosting a visit to the Christmas Tree Farm (Barry Farm LLC) that she and 
her husband Bob own and operate in Harwinton. This visit will take place on Tuesday, 
December 9. Bob and Tammy sell cut Christmas trees, in addition to offering a cut-your-own 
option. Tammy and Bob also operate a Gift Barn on site, stocked with a variety of beautiful 
holiday decorations and gifts, including beautiful hand-made wreaths and centerpieces 
made from items grown on the Farm. If you want to participate in this initiative, please, sign 
up on the list provided at Church.  The exact time of the visit on December 9 will be 
determined by the people who sign up to participate. The event is an "Open House" format 
so people can come and go, as they please. Those of us who went last year had a relaxing 
and joyful visit to Bob and Tammy’s farm! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Update About the SNAP Crisis 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church, Terryville, CT: 

 

Glory be to Jesus Christ! 

 

As I am sure you are aware, because of the ongoing federal government shutdown, SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program) funding nationwide has been disrupted. 

 

Here is a summary of the present situation, here in Connecticut: 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has announced that only partial federal funding is available for November 

benefits. However, Connecticut residents will continue to receive their full SNAP benefits for November, thanks to 

state action and ongoing court orders requiring the release of federal funds. 

 

Governor Ned Lamont has authorized the use of state emergency funding to ensure no Connecticut household goes 

without benefits this month. The Connecticut Department of Social Services is working closely with food banks, 

pantries, and community partners to support families affected by the uncertainty. 

 

Locally, the Plymouth Community Food Pantry, which is housed in the basement portion of our Community 

Center, has responded effectively to a massive increase in requirements for its services.  

 

Here is an excerpt from an email that I, together with other Food Pantry volunteers and Board members, received 

yesterday from Larry Chiucarello, Director of the Plymouth Community Food Pantry.  

 

Larry writes: "Over the past two weeks, since this 'SNAP Crisis' began, we have registered or renewed 37 

households while serving 171 households over 9,000 lbs. of food.  It's exhausting just to say these numbers when a 

typical two week period consists of approximately 110 households receiving about 5,800 lbs. of food." 

 

I responded to Larry with an email in which I wrote, on half of our Parish, the following: 

 

 

http://briansangels.org/
https://barryfarmsllc.com/
https://plymouthfoodpantry.org/


 
Dear Larry and all the Food Pantry Volunteers, 
 
We are humbled to be more fully informed of your exemplary efforts recently, in response to 
the sudden increase in requirements for Food Pantry services occasioned by the SNAP 
funding crisis. May you be blessed for your efforts! 
 
Here at Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church (at the far end of the parking lot!), we 
have been, and remain, grateful for the decision we made almost twenty years ago to invite 
the Food Pantry to lease a portion of our facilities to be the Food Pantry's home and base of 
operations. We have tried to be good hosts. If you are so inclined, please, pray for us, as we 
pray for you. 
 
Our hope and prayer is for continued strength for you all in your charitable efforts. Again, may 
you be blessed and strengthened for the good work you do and intend to continue to do! 
 
Respectfully, and with prayerful best regards. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
John H. 
 
Rev. Fr. John Hopko, Pastor, Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, I hope that we are all making significant efforts to meet the needs of others. If we 

are to be found worthy of being named Christians, we must emulate our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, in His compassion for the needy, especially those who are afflicted by the disease of sin and its 

consequences. May we always be generous!  

 

In Christ, 

 

Fr. John H. 

 

Archpriest John Hopko, Pastor 

www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Learn more about the Orthodox Faith 

Follow this link, to be taken to a section of the official Orthodox Church in America website at which you can access 

the Daily Scripture Readings, the Lives of the Saints arranged day-to-day throughout the year, catechetical 

(instructional) material about the Orthodox Faith, and section featuring Questions and Answers about the Orthodox 

Faith: 

 

https://www.oca.org/orthodoxy 
 

 

+ + + 
The End 

Glory be to God, for all things!  
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