
 
                   
   
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

Sunday, December 21, 2025 
28th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ. Sunday before 
the Nativity. Virgin Martyr Juliana of Nicomedia, and with her 500 men and 130 women (304). Repose of St. 

Peter, Metropolitan of Moscow, Wonderworker of All Russia (1326). Right-believing Princess Juliana of 
Vyazma (1406). Repose of Bl. Procopii (Procopius) of Vyatka, Fool-for-Christ (1628). Martyr Themístocles of 

Myra in Lycia (251).  
 

Lives of the Saints - Orthodox Church in America 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Services and Events, Upcoming  

(This schedule is subject to change, please confirm the schedule 
at www.terryvilleorthodoxchurch.org/schedule before coming to Church.) 

Sunday, December 21, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 

followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 11:30 AM to 12:45 PM – Education/Catechesis Session in 

the Parish Nave for all interested teens and adults. 

Tuesday, December 23, 7:00 PM: Compline with the Pre-feast Reading of the Complete Accounts of the 

Nativity (Birth) of Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ from the Gospels of Saint Luke and Saint Matthew. 

Wednesday, December 24, 4:00 PM: The Vigil of Christmas, followed by the Bring-and-Share Parish Holy 

Supper. 

Thursday, December 25, 9:15 AM: Festal Divine Liturgy for Christmas, the Nativity of the Our Lord, God, 

and Savior Jesus Christ. Happy Feast! Merry Christmas! Christ is born! Glorify Him!  

Friday, December 26: Fr. John will be out of the office, all day long, on Friday, December 26.  

Saturday, December 27, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 

elements of Resurrection Matins).  

Sunday, December 28, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 

followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. We will NOT have our usual and customary Parish 

Education/Catechesis session this Sunday, as it is the Sunday after Christmas.  

Monday, December 29 AND Tuesday, December 30: Fr. John will be out of the office and away from 

Terryville on these two days, Monday, December 29 AND Tuesday, December 30.  

Wednesday, December 31, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers), with added prayers for the New Year. 
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Saturday, January 3, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 

elements of Resurrection Matins).  

Sunday, January 4, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 

followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. We will NOT have our usual and customary Parish 

Education/Catechesis session this Sunday, as it is the Sunday after Christmas. 

Sunday, January 4, Parish Sisterhood Meeting: The Parish Sisterhood will meet for their monthly meeting 

during the Coffee Hour following the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. 

Monday, January 5, 7:00 PM: Vigil for the Eve of the Feast of Theophany 

Tuesday, January 6, 9:15 AM: Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Theophany, with the Great Blessing of Water  

Wednesday, January 7, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers) 

IN HARTFORD PARISH, Saturday, January 10, 10:00 AM: Deanery Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with 

His Grace Bishop Benedict.  

Saturday, January 10, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 

elements of Resurrection Matins).  

Sunday, January 11, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 

followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. We will NOT have our usual and customary Parish 

Education/Catechesis session this Sunday, as it is the Sunday after Christmas. At the conclusion of the 

Divine Liturgy on this day we will say prayers and a blessing formally to install the 2026 Terryville 

Parish Council.  

Monday, January 12, 6:30 PM, Parish Council Meeting: The Monthly Meeting of the Terryville Parish 

Council will take place on Monday evening, January 12, beginning at 6:30 PM. The meeting will take place 

via ZOOM video teleconference.  

Wednesday, January 14, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers) 

Saturday, January 17, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 

elements of Resurrection Matins).  

Sunday, January 18, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 

followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 11:30 AM to 12:45 PM – Education/Catechesis Session in 

the Parish Nave for all interested teens and adults. 

Wednesday, January 21, 8:00 AM: Matins (Morning Prayers) 

Saturday, January 24, 6:00 PM: Our usual weekly Saturday evening Vigil Service (Great Vespers with 

elements of Resurrection Matins). On this Saturday, the second to last of the month, we will have (as is our 

custom outside of the four fasting seasons) our Parish’s Rite of General Confession immediately following 

the conclusion of our Vigil service.   

Sunday, January 25, 9:15 AM: Our usual Sunday morning celebration of the Lord’s Day Divine Liturgy, 

followed by our customary Coffee Social Hour. 11:30 AM to 12:45 PM – Education/Catechesis Session in 

the Parish Nave for all interested teens and adults. 

+ + + 



PARISH PRAYER LIST  
Again we pray for all victims of accident, disease, disaster, 
difficulty, warfare, and acts of terror and senseless violence 
throughout the world—both those who have died and those who 
have suffered and yet still live. We especially pray for those who 
mourn the loss of loved ones. Lord, hear us and have mercy!  

+ THOSE WHO HAVE DEPARTED THIS LIFE: Memory Eternal! 

Newly Departed 
Archpriest Paul Pyrch—retired military chaplain        d. 12/2/25 
Courtney—Louine K.’s brother           d. 12/19/25 
Xenia—an acquaintance of the Hopkos         d. 12/14/25 
Helen Bokon—101 yr-old former member in the W’bury Parish            d. 12/2/25 
Jon—friend of Forrest and Elaine H.         d. 11/22/25 
Robert—100-year-old father of Fr. Ceraphim Mitchell                           d. 11/23/25 

Anniversaries of Repose – Memory Eternal!   
Anna Mislecheff 12/21/1922 
John Virovoy 12/21/1961 
Tamara Oraschewsky                12/22/2015 
Eve Stashenko 12/23/2015 
Andrew Yakowitz 12/25/1955 
Philip Uckin 12/25/1964 
Nicholas Hriceniak 12/25/1975 
Harry Kanot 12/26/1952 
Joseph Pawelchak 12/27/1972 

THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S MERCY AND HELP 

Persons captive and suffering for the Faith 
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John—hostages in Syria 

Those who are sick and suffering 
H.E. Archbishop Benjamin of the Diocese of the West (Retired)  
H.E. Archbishop Alexander of the Diocese of the South  
Archpriest Vladimir A.—serious, chronic illness 
Archpriest Vladimir H.—unwell 
Archpriest David K.—upcoming knee joint replacement surgery 
Archpriest Patrick B.—upcoming knee joint replacement surgery  
Archpriest Sergius H.—upcoming hip joint replacement surgery 
Priest Moses—upcoming surgery 
Subdeacon John Paul—ongoing health problems  
Matushka Ann Sh.—at request of Lynn H. 
child Sophia F.—wounded in tragedy at the school in Minneapolis on 8/27 
Bill (“Vasilios”) L.—relative of the Sovyrda Family; unwell, please pray fervently 
Fyodor (Frank) G.—suffering from Multiple Sclerosis (MS); at home 
Michael N.— recipient of a kidney transplant; our devoted, beloved Choir Director 
Nancy B.—our fellow parishioner; dealing with very, very difficult chronic illness 
JoAnn—acquaintance of Jeanne Moore; ovarian cancer 
Mary Lynn—friend of Donna O.; battling breast cancer 
Michael “Mike” L.—ongoing health issues 
Paula—friend of Jim L.; struggling with cancer 
Dimitri—brother of Carolyn P.; health issues 
Margaret—sister-in-law of Carolyn P.; health issues 
Dianna—Jennifer W.’s mother; suffering serious and worrisome health problems 
Yvonne K.—a person we have been asked to pray for; multiple myeloma 
Mark—friend of a parishioner (F.G.); critically ill 
Domenic—friend of a parishioner (F.G.); facing serious illness 
Louis—friend of a parishioner (F.G.); facing serious illness 
Nicholas—friend of a parishioner (F.G.); facing serious illness 
Earlene L.—Mike and Jim L.’s mother; health issues 
Natonya L.—Mike and Jim L.’s family member; health issues 
Bach-Loan—a neighbor of Jeanne M.’s; serious health challenges 
Michael “Mike” A.—battling many, many health challenges 
Robert Jos.—dealing with health issues 
Elizabeth—suffered acute and chronic health issues; friend of Helena G.  
Diane—daughter of friends of Forrest and Elaine H., suffering in illness 
Sonya K.—former W’bury parishioner, health issues 
Jeffrey—at request of John G.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Patrick—at request of John G.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Jesse—John G.’s brother; injured in accident 

Nila—John G.’s aunt; facing challenges 
Brittany—relative of Pdn. Paul; young woman facing cancer 
Joan—grief and chronic illness; req. of Helena G. 
Timothy—Olena’s husband; undergoing treatment for a serious illness 
Lisa—friend of Helena G.; suffering in illness 
Ksenia—our fellow parishioner; recent surgery and further issues thereafter 
Alex—Ksenia’s husband; recent illness 
Tatyana—Ksenia’s mother-in-law; recent health issues leading to job loss 
Faith—David C.’s cousin; facing health challenges due to a chronic illness 
Nolan—friend of Corey F.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Jacqueline—a woman for whom we have be asked to pray for general well-being 
Amy—a woman for whom we have be asked to pray for general well-being  
Lynn H.—our fellow parishioner; upcoming shoulder joint surgery 
Leo M.—Parishioner Lynn H.’s father; unwell and in need of prayers 
Ingrid—battling cancer; friend of Nina and John D. 
Terry—battling cancer; friend of Nina and John D.  
Victor—family member of Nina and John D.; suffering in illness 
Alex—family member of Nina and John D.; suffering in illness 
Louine K.—various health challenges; our fellow parishioner 
Heather—at the request of Louine K.; facing challenges  
Audrey—A.J.’s mother; unwell and in need of prayers, in residential care 
Christine—at request of Elaine H.; blindness cause by aneurysms  
Jill—friend of Elaine H.; recovering from surgery 
Timothy—relative of Joan M.; surgery 
Andrea—friend of Helena G.; mourning loss of her daughter   
Joanne—acquaintance of Helena G.; mourning passing of her husband 
Jacob J.—recovering from serious illness 
Nikola—friend of Jacob J,; unwell and in need of prayers 
James—at the request of Fr. John H.  
Gregory—Bob M.’s son; underwent surgery on 7/22, follow-up therapies 
Chitra—Melanie B.’s mother; surgery on 7/22, followed by complications 
Alexandra—Fr. John’s sister; suffers Neurofibromatosis type II, a chronic disease 

Boris—a participant in our Parish Bible Study; battling illness 
Tabitha H.—recovering from knee surgery 
Samuel F.—recently unwell 
John—undergoing cancer treatment; relative of Lenna M.  
Iris—at request of Hopkos; for joy, peace, and tranquility 
Barbara—friend of Jack K.; unwell and in need of prayers 
Nancy—acquaintance of the Hopkos; unwell and in need of prayers  
Jeanne M.—our fellow parishioner; hip joint replacement surgery on 2/10/26 
Petra Joy—at request of Barbara K.; Petra is suffering a recurrence of cancer 
James—husband of Barbara K., unwell and in need of prayers 
David—Paul S.’s brother, unwell and in need of prayers  

Shut-ins and those resident in long-term Care Facilities 
Tanya B.—suffering long-term effects of brain hemorrhage 
Claudia A.—Waterbury parishioner; health challenges  
Claudia B.—Macrina H.’s mother; resident in long-term eldercare 
Dolores M.—Bob M.’s mother; resident in long-term eldercare 
Roberta K.—a Waterbury parishioner living in long-term care 
Forrest H.—our fellow parishioner; resident in long-term eldercare 
John—Cynthia B.’s uncle 

Expectant Mothers and the Children to be born of them 
Kate and the child to be born of her—Lynn H.’s daughter-in-law 
Kelly and the children (twins) to be born of her—Lenna M.’s niece 

Travelers, Those Soon to be Traveling, and Those Apart from Us 
Janelle, Joshua, Jude, and Lilah—Lynn H.’s daughter and her family 
Jim and Elena W.  
All those traveling in this winter holiday season 

Those from among us serving in the Armed Forces 
Joel O.—U.S. Navy; hospital corpsman (“medic”); Mark and Karry O.’s son 
Derek—relative of Carolyn P.; U.S. Army soldier 
Weston—son of a friend of Lenna M; National Guardsman, deployed abroad 
Ruben—acquaintance of the Hopkos, U.S. Marines Corps tiltrotor pilot 
Zachary W.—Fr. Zachary W.’s son; U.S. Air Force fighter pilot  
John S.—Fr. John H.’s nephew; newly commissioned Ensign, U.S. Navy  

Birthdays this coming week 
Joel K.  12/22 
Roland M.—Lenna M.’s son 12/26 
 

 



______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From Deacon Paul and Patty 

Dear Parish Family,  

Patty and I want to thank all of you for your most kind best wishes in regard to my 45th year in the diaconal 

ministry.  SS Cyril and Methodius has been my parish family for my entire life and Patty's for over 50 

years.  We are very blessed to have journeyed each year through the liturgical cycle, sharing with the parish 

the joy in God's many blessings and finding comfort in the parish during difficult times.  We especially 

thank the Parish Sisterhood for their generous donation to Stewards of the New England Diocese to honor 

my 45 years as a deacon.  I have been administrator of Stewards for many years and  donations support 

diocesan activities like the Youth Rally, Seminarians, Missions, Charities, and Seminaries.  Thank you 

again for your love and support.   

In Christ,  

Deacon Paul and Patty 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Notes on Parish Life 

Thank you! Thanks are extended to Tammy B. and her husband Bob of Barry Farms in Harwinton, who 

donated the beautiful Christmas wreaths that are decorating our iconostasis in this holiday season.  

Welcome Home! We welcome home Jacob and Teodora J, and their daughter Iryna, who are now back 

with us in Connecticut. Many Years!  

Christmas Appeals: Please, support our annual general Christmas Appeal, and our Christmas Flowers 

Appeal. The latter appeal helps us meet the cost of the poinsettias and other flowers with which we decorate 

our Church at Christmastime.  

Parish Bring-and-Share Holy Supper: The Parish Bring-and-Share Holy Supper will take place following 

the Service of Christmas Vigil on Christmas Eve. If you would like to participate in the Parish Holy Supper, 

please, sign up on the list provided downstairs in the Parish Social Hall.  

Please, consider hosting Coffee Hour! We need Coffee Hour hosts going forward in the calendar. Please, 

consider hosting Coffee Hour. Thank you! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

LOOKING AHEAD: House Blessings in January, after the Feast of Theophany 

Dear Members and Friends of Saints Cyril and Methodius Orthodox Church, Terryville: 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Traditionally, the Parish Pastor makes home visits in the month of January, following the Feast of Theophany 

(January 6), to bless parishioners' homes. This is done on an annual basis. 

If you would like to keep this pious tradition and have your home blessed by me next month, after 

Theophany, please contact me now to set up an appointment for that home visit and blessing to take 

place.  

If you want me to stay for a cup of coffee or tea and some conversation when I do come to visit, please, be 

specific about this when you schedule your appointment. I am glad and humbled to say that most people do 



want me to stay for a while, as this is an opportunity to visit and talk with the pastor in the comfort of your own 

home, which some find to be worthwhile. 

Note: It is absolutely not necessary to feed me when I visit. Indeed, I would prefer just to enjoy a cup of tea or 

coffee, and not eat anything, as eating for me is, frankly, something that I need to be managing more carefully 

these days.  

In Christ,   Fr. John H.   

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish Sisterhood News 

•  Brian's Angels is a homelessness support organization in Bristol. They are in dire need of coats, hats, 
scarves, mittens/gloves, sleeping bags, sweatshirts, sweaters, shoes and boots to offer to those "living 
rough". There is a large container in the Narthex of Church into which you can donate new or used items, 
in good condition. This will be an on-going collection throughout the winter months. There are small groups 
of people in the parish who are working to meet more of the specific needs of the homeless who are served 
by Brian’s Angels. These small groups are volunteering to serve meals, making sandwiches or hot food, 
donating non-perishable snack items, and giving monetary gifts, which are then used by the administrators 
at Brian’s Angels to buy and provide bus passes or laundromat tokens, etc. If you are interested in 
participating in any way, please visit their website briansangels.org. You can also talk to Deb W. to get more 
information about this initiative. Please consider helping! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Learn more about the Orthodox Faith 

Follow this link, to be taken to a section of the official Orthodox Church in America website at 

which you can access the Daily Scripture Readings, the Lives of the Saints arranged day-to-day 

throughout the year, catechetical (instructional) material about the Orthodox Faith, and section 

featuring Questions and Answers about the Orthodox Faith: 
 

https://www.oca.org/orthodoxy 
 

 

 

+ + + 

 
The End 

Glory be to God, for all things!  
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